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Speaker Rosenberger, Representatives Stein, Manning, Ramos, Anielski, 

Antani, Antonio, Arndt, Ashford, Barnes, Becker, Blessing, Boccieri, Boggs, 

Boyd, Brenner, Brinkman, Brown, Butler, Carfagna, Celebrezze, Cera, Clyde, 

Craig, Cupp, Dean, Dever, DeVitis, Duffey, Edwards, Faber, Fedor, Galonski, 

Gavarone, Ginter, Gonzales, Green, Greenspan, Hagan, Hambley, Henne, 

Hill, Holmes, Hood, Hoops, Householder, Howse, Huffman, Hughes, Ingram, 

Johnson, Keller, Kelly, Kent, Kick, Koehler, Landis, Lanese, Lang, 

LaTourette, Leland, Lepore-Hagan, Lipps, McClain, Merrin, Miller, O'Brien, 

Patmon, Patterson, Patton, Pelanda, Perales, Reece, Reineke, Retherford, 

Rezabek, Riedel, Roegner, Rogers, Romanchuk, Ryan, Schaffer, Scherer, 

Schuring, Seitz, Sheehy, Slaby, Smith, K., Smith, R., Sprague, Strahorn, 

Sweeney, Sykes, Thompson, Vitale, West, Wiggam, Young, Zeltwanger

A   R E S O L U T I O N

In memory of John R. Bender, Jr., Ph.D.

WHEREAS, The members of the House of Representatives of the 
132nd General Assembly of Ohio extend our sincere condolences to 
the family and friends of John R. Bender, Jr., Ph.D., on the 
sorrowful occasion of his death; and

WHEREAS, John Bender was truly a remarkable individual, and 
his outstanding impact on our state is a fitting legacy. During 
his career in the field of education, he served as the director of 
student activities at the University of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
State University, and Lorain County Community College, and he was 
elected to the Elyria City Council and the Ohio House of 
Representatives before becoming a member of the Ohio State Board 
of Education; and 
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WHEREAS, John Bender’s many contributions to our society, not 
just as a politician but also as a member of such organizations as 
the Ohio Environmental Council, the Avon and Lorain County 
historical society boards, the Elyria Knights of Columbus, the 
Elyria NAACP, Sigma Chi Fraternity, and St. Jude Church, certainly 
made the world a better place. He was deeply committed to 
improving life for everyone and was deeply beloved by all who knew 
him. His absence will be keenly felt; and

WHEREAS, A loving husband, a devoted father to his two 
children, Jay and Jennifer, and his three stepchildren, Dan, 
Sherri, and Penny, and a doting grandfather to his eleven 
grandchildren, Josh, Jacob, Jami, Alex, Megan, Andrew, Carson, 
Kristen, Ben, Marissa, and the late Lilli, John Bender always used 
his talents to the benefit of those around him, and the laurels of 
his life stand as a tribute not only to him but also to those he 
left behind. Although the void created by his death can never be 
filled, the legacy of care and commitment he established will 
surely live on. It is certain that he made the world a richer 
place, and he will be sorely missed; therefore be it

RESOLVED, That we, the members of the House of 
Representatives of the 132nd General Assembly of Ohio, in adopting 
this Resolution, mourn the loss of John R. Bender, Jr., Ph.D., and 
salute his memory; and be it further

RESOLVED, That the Clerk of the House of Representatives 
transmit a duly authenticated copy of this Resolution to the 
family of John R. Bender, Jr., Ph.D.
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