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By: Senators Kelley, Astle, Benson, Cassilly, Conway, Currie, DeGrange, Eckardt,
Ferguson, Guzzone, Kagan, Kasemeyer, King, Klausmeier, Lee, Madaleno,
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Introduced and read first time: January 19, 2017
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Committee Report: Favorable with amendments
Senate action: Adopted
Read second time: February 21, 2017

CHAPTER
AN ACT concerning
Criminal Law - Sexual Offenses — Physical Resistance

FOR the purpose of establishing that evidence of physical resistance by a certain victim is
not required to prove that a certain sexual crime was committed; establishing that a
certain provision of this Act may not be construed to affect the admissibility of
evidence of actual physical resistance by a certain victim; sdtering 3 initiens:
and generally relating to sexual offenses.

BY adding to
Article — Criminal Law
Section 3—319.1
Annotated Code of Maryland
(2012 Replacement Volume and 2016 Supplement)

EXPLANATION: CAPITALS INDICATE MATTER ADDED TO EXISTING LAW.
[Brackets] indicate matter deleted from existing law.
Underlining indicates amendments to bill.
Steike-eut indicates matter stricken from the bill by amendment or deleted from the law by

amendment.
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—

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND,
2 That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:

3 Article — Criminal Law
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3-319.1.

(A) EVIDENCE OF PHYSICAL RESISTANCE BY THE VICTIM IS NOT REQUIRED
TO PROVE THAT A CRIME UNDER THIS SUBTITLE WAS COMMITTED.

(B) THE PROVISIONS OF SUBSECTION (A) OF THIS SECTION MAY NOT BE
CONSTRUED TO AFFECT THE ADMISSIBILITY OF EVIDENCE OF ACTUAL PHYSICAL
RESISTANCE BY THE VICTIM.
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1 SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect
2 October 1, 2017.

Approved:

Governor.

President of the Senate.

Speaker of the House of Delegates.



