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House Bill 134
By: Representatives Epps of the 144™, Brockway of the 102", Stephens of the 164",
Williams of the 168", Watson of the 172", and others

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT

To amend Part 1 of Article 5A of Chapter 8 of Title 48 of the Official Code of Georgia
Annotated, relating to general provisions regarding the special district mass transportation
sales and use tax, so as to change the definition of transportation purposes regarding such tax;
to change certain provisions relating to special districts and the imposition of such tax; to
change certain provisions relating to notice, intergovernmental agreements, and resolutions
regarding such tax; to change certain provisions relating to the ballot question regarding such
tax; to change certain provisions relating to the commencement of imposition and the timing
of cessation of such tax; to provide for related matters; to provide for an effective date; to

repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA:

SECTION 1.
Part 1 of Article 5A of Chapter 8 of Title 48 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated,
relating to general provisions regarding the special district mass transportation sales and use
tax, is amended in Code Section 48-8-260, relating to definitions regarding such tax, by
revising paragraphs (3), (4), and (5) as follows:
"(3) ‘Mass-transportation-regionat-system particips

) 'Qualified municipality' means a qualified municipality as defined in paragraph (4)

of Code Section 48-8-110 which is located wholly or partly within a special district.
£5)(4) 'Transportation purposes' means and includes:
(A) roads Roads, bridges, public transit, rails, airports, buses, seaports, including

without limitation road, street, and bridge purposes pursuant to paragraph (1) of
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27 subsection (b) of Code Section 48-8-121, and all accompanying infrastructure and
28 services necessary to provide access to these transportation facilities, including new
29 general obligation debt and other multiyear obligations issued to finance such
30 purposes:;

31 (B) Stehptrposesshat-alsotrctude-the The retirement of previously incurred general
32 obligation debt with respect only to such purposes as identified in subparagraph (A) of
33 this paragraph, but only if an intergovernmental agreement has been entered into under
34 this part;

35 (C) A capital outlay project or projects under subparagraph (a)(1)(M) of Code Section
36 48-8-111, with respect only to such purposes as identified in subparagraph (A) of this
37 paragraph; or

38 (D) Any combination of two or more of the foregoing.”

39 SECTION 2.

40 Said part is further amended in Code Section 48-8-261, relating to special districts and
41 imposition of such tax, by revising subsections (b) and (c) as follows:

42  "(b) Onoerafterduly1,2616,any Any county:

43 (1) That is not located within a special district levying a special sales and use tax

44 pursuant to Article 5 of this chapter;

45 (2) That is not defined as a metropolitan county special district that is governed by the
46 provisions of Part 2 of this article;

47 3)—Thattsamass-transportationregtonal-systempartictpant: and

48 £4)(3) Inwhich atax is currently being levied and collected pursuant to:

49 (A) Part 1 of Article 3 of this chapter;

50 (B) A local constitutional amendment for purposes of a metropolitan area system of
51 public transportation set out at Ga. L. 1964, p. 1008, and the laws enacted pursuant to
52 such local constitutional amendment; or

53 (C) Code Section 48-8-96

54 may, by following the procedures required by this part, impose for a limited period of time
55 within the special district under this part a transportation special purpose local option sales
56  and use tax, the proceeds of which shall be used only for transportation purposes.

57 (c) onorafterduly-1261Fanycounty:

58 hat-tsnotHocated-within—a—specta
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time, more than one tax under this part shall be authorized to be imposed concurrently

within a special district as long as the combined rate of the taxes does not exceed 1

percent.”

SECTION 3.

Said part is further amended in Code Section 48-8-262, relating to notice, intergovernmental
agreements, and resolutions regarding such tax, by revising subparagraph (d)(2)(C) as

follows:

"(C) The maximum period of time, to be stated in calendar years, for which the tax may
be imposed and the rate thereof. The maximum period of time for the imposition of the

tax shall not exceed five years; provided, however, that for transportation purposes

consisting of public transit, rails, or buses as described under paragraph (4) of Code

Section 48-8-260, the maximum period of time for the imposition of the tax shall not

exceed 20 years.”

SECTION 4.

Said part is further amended in Code Section 48-8-263, relating to the ballot question

regarding such tax, by revising paragraph (1) of subsection (a) as follows:

"(1)(A) The ballot submitting the question of the imposition of the tax to the voters

within the special district shall have written or printed thereon the following:

‘() YES Shall a special percent sales and use tax be imposed in the special

district consisting of County for a period of time not to exceed

() NO ???____and for the raising of not more than an estimated amount
of $ for transportation purposes?'

(B) If the tax is to be imposed for transportation purposes which include public transit,

rails, or buses, the ballot submitting the question of the imposition of the tax to the

voters within the special district shall have written or printed thereon the following:
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'() YES Shall a special percent sales and use tax be imposed in the special

district consisting of County for a period of time not to

() NO exceed {no more than 5 years} and for the purpose of raising not

more than an estimated amount of $ for transportation

purposes and for a period of time not to exceed years {no more

than 20 years} for transportation purposes consisting of public transit,

rails, or buses?'

(C)_If the tax is to be imposed for transportation purposes consisting only of public

transit, rails, or buses, the ballot submitting the guestion of the imposition of the tax to

the voters within the special district shall have written or printed thereon the following:

'() YES Shall aspecial percent sales and use tax be imposed in the special

district consisting of County for a period of time not to

() NO exceed {no more than 20 vears} and for the purpose of raising

not more than an estimated amount of $ for transportation

purposes consisting of public transit, rails, or buses?"”

SECTION 5.

Said part is further amended in Code Section 48-8-264, relating to the commencement of

imposition and the timing of cessation of such tax, by revising subsections (b) and (c) as

follows:

"(b) Fhe A tax under this part shall cease to be imposed on the earliest of the following

dates:

(1) If the resolution calling for the imposition of the tax provided for the issuance of
general obligation debt and such debt is the subject of validation proceedings, as of the
end of the first calendar quarter ending more than 80 days after the date on which a court
of competent jurisdiction enters a final order denying validation of such debt;

(2) On the final day of the maximum period of time specified for the imposition of a tax

under this part. In the event a tax under this part is for transportation purposes which

include public transit, rails, or buses, such tax shall cease for transportation purposes

other than public transit, rails, or buses on the final day of the maximum period of time

specified, not to exceed five years, but will continue for public transit, rails, or buses until

the final day of the maximum period of time specified for the imposition of a tax for

those purposes, not to exceed 20 years; or

(3) As of the end of the calendar quarter during which the commissioner determines that

the tax will have raised revenues sufficient to provide to the special district net proceeds
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130 equal to or greater than the amount specified as the maximum amount of net proceeds to
131 be raised by the tax.

132 (©)(1)(A) Atany time, o more than a single tax under this part shalt may be imposed
133 within a special district as long as the combined rate of such taxes does not exceed 1
134 percent.

135 (B) Any single tax imposed under this part may, subject to the requirements of
136 subsection (c) of Code Section 48-8-262, be imposed at a rate of up to 1 percent but
137 shall not exceed 1 percent.

138 (C) Any single tax imposed under this part at a rate of less than 1 percent shall be in
139 an increment of -65 0.05 percent.

140 (2) Inany special district in which a tax is in effect under this part, proceedings may be
141 commenced, while the tax is in effect, calling for the reimposition of the tax upon the
142 termination of the tax then in effect; and an election may be held at the next scheduled
143 election for this purpose while the tax is in effect. Such proceedings for the reimposition
144 of a tax under this part shall be in the same manner as proceedings for the initial
145 imposition of the tax, but the newly authorized tax shall not be imposed until the
146 expiration of the tax then in effect.

147 (3) Following the expiration of a tax under this part, proceedings for the reimposition of
148 a tax under this part may be initiated in the same manner as provided in this part for
149 initial imposition of such tax.”

150 SECTION 6.

151 This Act shall become effective upon its approval by the Governor or upon its becoming law

152  without such approval.

153 SECTION 7.

154  All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed.
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